Surface finishing of glass ionomer.
To evaluate the surface roughness and staining of a glass ionomer cement when subjected to different finishing procedures. Sixty-four discs of Chem-Fil II glass ionomer cement were submitted to staining test with methylene blue by spectrophotometry and roughness test by profilometry. Four groups were evaluated: Mylar matrix (control). Sof-Lex discs, Enhance points, and diamond bur. Staining and roughness test, analyzed by ANOVA and Tukey's test, showed that the best surface was obtained when the material cured in contact with the Mylar matrix strip or when treated with Sof-Lex discs. The poorest results were obtained after using the diamond bur.